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I. Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM 

 

II. Roll Call 

 

Committee members present:  

 

Mrs. Atkinson  Mrs. Marrone x 

Dr. Boccuti  Mrs. Rachlin x 

Dr. Castelli x Dr. Rodrigues x 

Mrs. Cosner x Mrs. Panzica   

Mrs. Ge x Mrs. Wood  

Mrs. Gomez x Mr. Yanni  x 

Mrs. Gormley  Mr. Zander x 

Mr. Lieberman x   

 

Community members present: 

Ms. Beth Simon 

Mr. Ken Silver 

 

III. Old Business 

 

None 

 

IV. New Business 

 

The meeting was dedicated to discussion between the Committee Members and the new 

Assistant to the Superintendent for Curriculum, Mr. Steve Yanni.  To start the meeting, Steve 

discussed his priorities in areas of Math and Science, as these have been an area of high focus 

since last year’s PQRs.  

 

In discussing the Science Program, Mr. Yanni noted the following: 

 Most important is to develop a shared vision that will define success and help to guide 

decisions.  Steve notes this applies to other subject areas as well. 

 Chris Cook is the new Teacher Leader for the Science curriculum.  Chris will play active 

role in helping to define the future vision.  This focus will include the following 

(recognizing this is not an exhaustive list):  
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- Vertical and horizontal articulation 

- Assessment strategy 

- Standards alignment 

- Use of technology 

 Other specific ideas being considered in Science (more discussion to come on these): 

- Beginning to look at the new elementary science programs that were discussed last 

year.   

- Considering modifying science teacher responsibility to deliver for one individual 

subject.   

- Considering an extra help expert teacher for various science topics.   

 

In discussing the Math Program, Mr. Yanni noted: 

 As with other subject areas, there is a need to establish a shared vision and definition of 

success. 

 It is important to consider PSSA, PVAAS, and other internal curriculum assessments. 

These must be triangulated to gain a true picture of strengths and weaknesses.   

 EDM will be reviewed specifically for its focus on computational fluency, sometimes 

perceived as a gap with this program. Links between EDM and HS performance (as 

researched outside NHSD) will also be reviewed.  

 Specific to PA Common Core, the EDM 3
rd

 edition with crosswalk to Common Core is 

now available.   

 The school must do better in communicating to parents about EDM. 

 

In response to a question posed by Dr. Rodrigues, the committee had an open discussion on the 

question of how to excite students about learning.  Mr. Yanni noted that it is imperative to align 

excitement for learning with achievement.  If they aren’t the same, kids are conditioned to go for 

the latter – i.e., focus on meeting expectations and failing to develop excitement for learning that 

can sustain learning over a lifetime. Other discussion comments included: 

 

 Academic and non-academic clubs spark interest of students.  Also creating short-term 

‘challenges’, such as contests with appropriate recognition. 

 Suggest pulling together focus groups of kids to hear what would get them excited. 
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 Efforts must start in the classroom.  Academic rigor comes first.  Standards are a key 

driver of curriculum, we must be able to deliver these as first priority. 

 Professional development is crucial.  Challenge to engage and drive students without 

diminishing self-esteem. Are our teachers trained and equipped to succeed in this effort? 

 Standards are a leveling force, a common denominator that drives schools to treat all 

students as equal.  There is recognition in standards world that this model can overlook 

students who are performing acceptably relative to standards.  Transition from PSSA to 

PVAAS is an example of recognition that success is also the continuous progress of each 

individual student at any level.   

 Teachers can make the classroom interesting.  Professional Learning groups are crucial to 

help teachers share best practices in how to engage students effectively.  A key goal is to 

get the Teacher Leaders involved in driving the new Professional Learning Community. 

 Other types of collaboration can bring out ideas and strengths, including connecting 

vertically (HS to lower grades). 

 Time is a crucial limiting factor.  Curriculum must support and teachers must become 

adept at integrating across topics. 

 

V. Adjourn 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00PM 

 

VI. Next Meeting 

 

The committee will meet next on Monday, September 23, 2013 at 6:30PM in the District 

Conference Room. 

 


